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mostly the result of fatality, is beyond a man's control and therefore not his fault, and this truth I followed through all life. In his birth, education, occupation, marriage, children, and death, a man has little free will. He cannot fall in love to order nor die to order.
Suicide, for instance, is supposed to be a defect of the personal will or courage. But read the statistics of suicide ; how invariable they are from year to year in all countries.; and you will see that it proceeds from no individual private causes, but from world causes. It is a world disease, and claims its regular quota of deaths. It is the same with all matters, marriages and births, and deaths from accident or natural causes. They follow fixed laws, which are not laws of the individual, but of humanity as a whole.
"A man's marriage, age at marriage, number of children, divorce or not, depends not on any power of his own, but on general causes which affect the world." l
A man has no control over the sort of body he is given ; he has to find out its affinities, he cannot control them, fall in love or hate to order; fate ordains what women he meets and which of them likes him, his financial circumstances, social conventions, marriage laws, their mutual consonance and fertility, or the reverse, her physique, the trend of 1 From Marriage, in the Contemporary Science Series.
96